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THE RITSUMEIKAN CHARTER

Ritsumeikan traces its roots to Kinmochi Saionji’s private academy of the same name. It was
officially founded in 1900 by Kojuro Nakagawa as the Kyoto Hosei Gakko (Kyoto School of Law
and Politics), later taking on the name “Ritsumeikan.” The name is derived from a passage in the
Jinxin chapter of the Discourses of Mencius and means “a place to establish one’s destiny through
cultivating one’s mind.” We who gather at Ritsumeikan uphold our founding spirit of “Freedom
and Innovation” and embrace “Peace and Democracy” as our educational philosophy.

Ritsumeikan, in light of the painful experiences of World War II and sincerely looking back on
history, rejects war and violence, advances democratic academy governance, and continues to
pursue the ideal of peace. Ritsumeikan will continuously pursue internationalization, and as a
comprehensive private academic institution, we will strive to contribute to society through the
freedom to pursue new endeavors and creativity with the participation of students at every level
of education, faculty, and staft as well as the support of alums, guardians, and all those involved
with the academy.

Ritsumeikan respects diversity. We value the dignity that everyone equally possesses, and we
honor the emergent potential that resides within every individual. While being rooted in local
communities, we collaborate with a wide range of actors inside and outside of the academy as we
strive for self-growth and the realization of an inclusive society through diverse activities such as
research, education, culture, art, and sports.

Ritsumeikan, founded on the freedom of academic inquiry and research, will pave the way to
the future. Upholding the principles of autonomy, democracy, fairness, transparency, and non-
violence, we will boldly take on the challenge of intellectual creation that will bring about new
values of harmonious coexistence to be shared far and wide. We will carry on the spirit of “believe
in the future and live for the future,” and, inscribing in our minds that our respective research
and educational activities as both a research university and an inquiry-driven academy will shape
the world of the future, we will devote ourselves to the creation of a sustainable society and the
realization of world peace.

The Ritsumeikan Trust
Established July 21, 2006
Revised March 27,2026
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What is the
Ritsumeikan
Charter?

The Ritsumeikan Charter was established on July 21, 2006 to share and communicate—
both inside and outside the Academy—the fundamental ideals and mission that form the foun-
dation of the Ritsumeikan Academy (which consists of Ritsumeikan University, Ritsumeikan
Asia Pacific University, Ritsumeikan Junior and Senior High School, Ritsumeikan Uji Junior
and Senior High School, Ritsumeikan Keisho Junior and Senior High School, Ritsumeikan
Moriyama Junior and Senior High School, and Ritsumeikan Primary School) as the Academy
worked to implement the mid-term plan that it formulated at the same time.

Although the Ritsumeikan Charter is a short document, it encapsulates the ideals that the
members of Ritsumeikan should share and uphold—namely, those ideals that have been culti-
vated over the course of our history since our founding. Rather than a set of principles formally
prescribed by the Academy as an organization, it serves as a roadmap for the future to be
understood, internalized, and collectively put into practice by each individual including primary
school students, junior high and high school students, undergraduate and graduate students,
and faculty and staff members.
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Aim of the

Revision
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Now, nearly 20 years after the Ritsumeikan Charter’s establishment, we revised the
Ritsumeikan Charter (on March 27, 2026) in light of the profound changes in the social land-
scape during this time and the significant development of the Ritsumeikan Academy into its
present form.

This revision was undertaken with the aim of carrying forward the spirit of the previous Charter
while clearly positioning as its central principles Ritsumeikan’s goal of becoming “a next-genera-
tion research university and a next-generation inquiry-driven academy” and “respect for diversity”
as the foundation for that goal, thereby expressing a new step forward toward the future.
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Basic Policy for the

Revision

In undertaking this revision, we adopted a policy of (i) positioning the Ritsumeikan Charter
as a compass by which members of the Academy can orient the direction of their own activi-
ties and (ii) making this role explicit.

While carrying forward the founding spirit, educational philosophy, and other principles cul-
tivated over the course of our history from the current Charter, we have reorganized the struc-
ture to more clearly convey Ritsumeikan’s present form and its commitment to the future.

In addition, the new Ritsumeikan Charter uses language that is as clear and accessible
as possible, so that students at every level of education, faculty, and staff can deepen their
understanding of the document and develop a sense of ownership of it as they encounter it in
various settings. We have also taken measures to ensure that the theme of each paragraph is
easy to grasp.

At the same time, it carries forward from the previous Charter the founding spirit, the edu-
cational philosophy, the words of Dr. Hiroshi Suekawa, and the principle of democratic acad-
emy governance. While maintaining a firm rejection of war and violence, it clearly articulates
Ritsumeikan’s consistent commitment to peace.



M-I EEE] I, 4597@?#%52&73{@&3‘
—BETI. FEORRE, SHOUGEDOR A THIEF OB RFEIERLTVET,
FE_BRETIH. FEOELZE l,'ciwﬁbﬂhf%t SHOLAUCINIREIBEOEY H %
RLTWET,
BEZRETIH. ZEEEZEET2ZEOEBICOVTRLTVWET,
BUESE Tl MIRAR - FREEZBETUGEORRICATEERNTVET,

Structure and
Meaning of the
Charter
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The new Ritsumeikan Charter is composed of four paragraphs.

The first paragraph presents the origins of the Academy along with the founding spirit and
educational philosophy that form the foundation of Ritsumeikan today.

The second paragraph describes the essence that has been shaped throughout the history
of the Academy and that we should continue to value well into the future.

The third paragraph outlines the Academy’s attitude toward respecting diversity.

The fourth paragraph articulates Ritsumeikan’s aspirations for the future as it seeks to
become a research university and inquiry-driven academy.

[MEEEE| X BEERTEITOXETH>TERYEFEA BADZVD IR HBE. LT
FRETOFRTHRARIN, WEIN, SEOEREZELOEGVARDDITENEDRNA>TIZ,
BEFEEIEHEARY  ADONIERBICUYECZEERYET,

IRE A KPP RZRE, BADOOBRELHBE L L AHERREICES TRTOAN,
[IGMEEE] ZBL T UGEDFATELELPREOHSNALR, Z L CIDENBIETIIRIC
DVWTEZR, fEﬁ#%)éﬁ%%?’ﬂb‘ FeBI e ZE>TVWET,

Making the
Charter a Living
Document

The Ritsumeikan Charter must not be merely a statement of principles. Only when it is
revisited, discussed, and reflected upon so that the meaning of its words is continually exam-
ined and translated into action in the course of daily learning, research, education, and cam-
pus life can it become a living guide and lead to a deeper understanding of the intentions it
embodies.

It is our hope that all who gather at the Ritsumeikan Academy—including the students in
our primary school, junior and senior high schools, undergraduate colleges and graduate
schools, international students, and faculty and staff—will use the Ritsumeikan Charter as an
opportunity to reflect on and deepen their understanding of Ritsumeikan’s history, its current
role in society, and the future it seeks to realize.
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Understanding the Ritsumeikan Charter

RR=I D5, [T AEEE] ZHER T 24D0DEREIZTONT,
ENENDABOTRT —< . BRITADONTZEZ S LE 5,
From the following page, this booklet explains the four paragraphs

that make up the Ritsumeikan Charter, outlining the role and theme of each,
along with the ideas embedded in its language.
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Ritsumeikan traces its roots to Kinmochi Saionji’s private academy of the same name. It was
officially founded in 1900 by Kojuro Nakagawa as the Kyoto Hosei Gakko (Kyoto School of Law
and Politics), later taking on the name “Ritsumeikan.” The name is derived from a passage in the
Jinxin chapter of the Discourses of Mencius and means “a place to establish one’s destiny through
cultivating one’s mind.” We who gather at Ritsumeikan uphold our founding spirit of “Freedom
and Innovation” and embrace “Peace and Democracy” as our educational philosophy.
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Founding Figures and the History of Establishment

The first and second sentences of this paragraph trace the origins of Ritsumeikan and the history of its establishment, illustrating
how the aspirations of our founding father and the founder of the Academy have been carried forward.

In 1869, Kinmochi Saionji established a private academy called Ritsumeikan. Carrying on that spirit, Kojuro Nakagawa founded
the predecessor of Ritsumeikan University, the Kyoto Hosei Gakko (Kyoto School of Law and Politics), in 1900. Nakagawa adopted
the name “Ritsumeikan” for his institution in order to carry forward the educational philosophy that Saionji had upheld at his private
academy of the same name: “the cultivation of individuals capable of supporting a new era”.
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'The Founding Spirit of “Freedom and Innovation”
and the Educational Philosophy of “Peace and Democracy”

The third sentence of this paragraph clarifies that the two principles inherited by Ritsumeikan form the foundation of its education,
research, and academy governance.

Carrying on Saionji’s spirit of liberalism and internationalism, Nakagawa aspired to create a learning community characterized
by “freedom and innovation”—that is, a place grounded in freedom and imbued with a spirit of progressiveness. This aspiration has
been carried forward to the present day as the founding spirit of “Freedom and Innovation.”

At the same time, Ritsumeikan upholds the educational philosophy of “Peace and Democracy,” positioning as its foremost princi-
ples of education and research a commitment to democratic academy governance and the cultivation, through education, of individ-
uals who will contribute to a peaceful society.

These principles live on as the foundation for each and every one of us who come to Ritsumeikan to learn and to work.

Based on these principles, Ritsumeikan has, while putting them into practice in concrete education and research activities, con-
sistently pursued initiatives through which the Ritsumeikan Academy as a whole responds in progressive and creative ways to the
demands of contemporary society.
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A commitment to peace and democratic governance
rooted in history
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Ritsumeikan, in light of the painful experiences of World War II and sincerely looking back on
history, rejects war and violence, advances democratic academy governance, and continues to
pursue the ideal of peace. Ritsumeikan will continuously pursue internationalization, and as a
comprehensive private academic institution, we will strive to contribute to society through the
freedom to pursue new endeavors and creativity with the participation of students at every level of
education, faculty, and staff as well as the support of alums, guardians, and all those involved with

the academy.
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Reflection on History and the Pursuit of Peace

The first half of this paragraph emphasizes the importance Ritsumeikan places on sincerely reflecting on its history, and, on that
basis, reaffirming the values that should be passed on to future generations. In particular, it underscores a stance of taking seriously
the student mobilization during World War Il and various forms of collaboration with the war effort, and of preserving these events in
memory with a sense of deep reflection.

At the same time, it clarifies our position of rejecting war and violence, including the many conflicts that continue to occur around
the world, and situates the continued pursuit of a peaceful society as a responsibility of the Academy.

This way of engaging with history is incorporated into daily practice as part of democratic academy governance and is linked to
an enduring commitment to the ideal of peace. Furthermore, together with the educational philosophy of “Peace and Democracy,”
this forms the foundation of Ritsumeikan’s consistent stance, which we have carried forward from the past to the present and will
continue to carry on from now into the future.
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Internationalism and Broad Participation

The second half of this paragraph reaffirms, in a contemporary context, Ritsumeikan’s longstanding commitment to internation-
alism and broad participation in academy governance. Aiming to be an academy open to the world, Ritsumeikan has promoted
internationalization throughout the entire Academy by way of initiatives including the establishment of the College of International
Relations in 1988, the founding of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) in 2000, and the opening of the College of Global Liberal
Arts in 2019 in partnership with Australian National University. Looking ahead, we will further advance the international expansion of
education, research, and learning, and we will continue to elevate our role as a comprehensive academy open to both the interna-
tional and local communities.

In addition, the culture of democratic academy development built through dialogue among students, faculty, and staff, including
bodies such as the Plenary Council, forms the very foundation of Ritsumeikan. Based on this history, the Charter deliberately enu-
merates a wide range of stakeholders—i.e., students at every level of education, faculty and staff, alumni, and parents—to make
explicit the expectation that all members will actively engage with and take ownership of the Charter. This paragraph embodies the
ideal of creating an academy in which all different kinds of people collaborate and contribute to society through the freedom to pur-
sue new endeavors and creativity.
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Respect for diversity and the realization
of an inclusive society
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Ritsumeikan respects diversity. We value the dignity that everyone equally possesses, and we
honor the emergent potential that resides within every individual. While being rooted in local
communities, we collaborate with a wide range of actors inside and outside of the academy as we

strive for self-growth and the realization of an inclusive society through diverse activities such as
research, education, culture, art, and sports.
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A Place of Learning Rooted in Diversity and Dignity

This paragraph clearly positions diversity as a foundational value of the Ritsumeikan Academy and explains its significance. The
opening sentence, “Ritsumeikan respects diversity,” succinctly expresses that diversity is a fundamental condition of the place (i.e.,
the Academy) where learning and research are carried out.

In this paragraph and the following fourth paragraph, the subject of the second and subsequent sentences is “we.” This reflects
an emphasis on the idea that the principles of the Charter are not something unilaterally set forth by the institution, but rather some-
thing that every member of the Ritsumeikan Academy, including university students, affiliated school students, faculty, and staff,
engages with as a stakeholder and adopts as their own guiding framework.

The phrase that follows, “...value the dignity that everyone equally possesses,” conveys a stance of valuing every person who
gathers at the Academy as unique and irreplaceable. It also reaffirms that diversity is not merely a means to produce certain out-
comes, but a value that should be respected in and of itself.

Next, the second sentence of this paragraph states that “we honor the emergent potential that resides within every individual.”
Here, “emergent potential” refers to how, through the interaction of different elements, those elements transform one another, giving
rise to new ideas and values on a level that transcends the sum of their individual parts.

SRTIEBZBUIHEEIEN T RDOER

KRECEDBRF TR HBHRICIRS Lo 2ZERNEHEIL. AR, BE 72 Thl XM=l ARV ESHREERSZELT. HED
BREASANDEBRICOBRIFTOCGREEZRLTWET,

BEOBCICAVLLN TV SRR S #OZBBRLIZVIY ALY T2 em< SRBALDHICEZE ELDOEWE
BELEIHREELET, HRARAHESOERDIHICIE, ZOTEBOZBIABMUNOKRLBFEICDAITONSZEAKROONET,
UmiElE. ZHREEZEEL PP LERBEEZBLT—AVLY ORREZRLALS, SENAHKOERICFSLTWEET,

Fostering Collaboration and Realizing an Inclusive Society Through Diverse Activities

The second half of this paragraph expresses our commitment to being rooted in local communities while collaborating both inside
and outside the Academy, and—through a wide range of activities including not only research and education but also culture, the
arts, and sports—to connect personal growth with contributions to society.

The term “inclusive society,” used at the end of the paragraph, refers to a society in which people from diverse backgrounds
live together without excluding or leaving anyone behind, and where they respect one another’s differences. To achieve a sustain-
able society, this inclusive approach must be extended to include not only humans but also various other forms of life. Ritsumeikan
University respects diversity and, while fostering the growth of each individual through learning and practice, we will contribute to the
realization of an inclusive society.
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Determination to become a next-generation research university
and a next-generation inquiry-driven academy
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Ritsumeikan, founded on the freedom of academic inquiry and research, will pave the way to
the future. Upholding the principles of autonomy, democracy, fairness, transparency, and non-
violence, we will boldly take on the challenge of intellectual creation that will bring about new
values of harmonious coexistence to be shared far and wide. We will carry on the spirit of “believe
in the future and live for the future,” and, inscribing in our minds that our respective research
and educational activities as both a research university and an inquiry-driven academy will shape
the world of the future, we will devote ourselves to the creation of a sustainable society and the

realization of world peace.
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Ritsumeikan’s Commitment to Boldly Pursuing Intellectual Creation

This paragraph serves as the concluding section of the Charter, indicating the determination with which Ritsumeikan will move
toward the future as a next-generation research university and a next-generation inquiry-driven academy.

The opening sentence, “Ritsumeikan, founded on the freedom of academic inquiry and research, will pave the way to the future,”
makes clear that the freedom of academic inquiry and research is both the starting point of Ritsumeikan’s educational and research
activities and the foundation for shaping the future.

In the second sentence of this paragraph, the use of the subject “we” indicates that each and every member of the Academy is
an agent who will shape the future. The “principles of autonomy, democracy, fairness, transparency, and non-violence” are guide-
lines for conduct that should be upheld in academy governance as well as in education and research activities, and they concretely
express Ritsumeikan’s stance of defining democracy as a fundamental value. The core element of the phrase “boldly take on the
challenge of intellectual creation that will bring about new values of harmonious coexistence to be shared far and wide” lies in our
determination to “boldly take on the challenge of intellectual creation.” At the same time, it indicates that the aim of such intellectual
creation is to generate new values of harmonious coexistence that will contribute to a society in which more people can live togeth-
er and pursue happiness together. Furthermore, the phrase “shared far and wide” implies an orientation toward values that can be
shared by as many people as possible—and not just humans, but all manner of living creatures on Earth—while acknowledging that
values may differ from person to person.
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Contributing to the Future and to Peace through Intellectual Creation

The concluding portion of this paragraph indicates that—while carrying forward the spirit of “believe in the future and live for the
future,” the words of Dr. Hiroshi Suekawa, the first postwar Chancellor of the Ritsumeikan Academy and the person who laid the
foundation of the present-day institution—Ritsumeikan, as a research university and inquiry-driven academy, will strive to create the
world of the future through the respective learning and practice of each individual.

The phrase “research university and inquiry-driven academy” embodies Ritsumeikan’s view that research at the undergraduate
and graduate levels, and inquiry-based learning at the primary, junior high, and senior high school levels, are to be understood as an
integrated process of human resources development and value creation.

In the final lines of the paragraph, the goal of “devot[ing] ourselves to the creation of a sustainable society and the realization of
world peace” is clearly set forth at the conclusion of the Charter. By placing this statement at the very end of the Charter, it express-
es Ritsumeikan’s commitment to peace with greater weight and more unwavering resolve than ever before.
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